
	
	
	
Absolutely Almost by Lisa Graff BL: 4.7 – 7pts 

All Four Stars by Tara Dairman BL: 6.0 – 9pts 

Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley BL: 4.8 – 9pts 

Dinosaur Boy by Cory Putman Oakes BL: 5.1 – 9pts 

Eddie Red Undercover: Mystery on Museum Mile by Marcia Wells BL: 4.9 – 6pts 

Fish Finelli: Seagulls Don’t Eat Pickles by E.S. Farber BL: 3.8 – 3pts 

 Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt BL: 3.7 – 7pts 

Gabby Duran and the Unsittables by Daryle Conners and Elise Allen 

Half a Chance by Cynthia Lord BL: 4.5 – 6pts 

The Pet War by Allen Woodrow BL: 4.5 – 6pts 

Pip Bartlett’s Guide to Magical Creatures by Jackson Pearce and Maggie Stiefvater BL: 4.7 – 5pts 

Prairie Evers by Ellen Airgood BL: 4.9 – 5pts 

Serafina’s Promise by Ann Burg BL: 3.6 – 3pts 

The Terrible Two by Mac Barnett and Jory John BL: 4.5 – 4pts 

The Worm Whisperer by Betty Hicks BL; 3.7 – 4pts 

 

For	Sixth	Grade:	

• Students	may	select	books	from	either	the	Elementary	or	Middle	School	SSYRA	lists	
• Students	may	read	from	this	list	regardless	of	the	book	level	(BL)	for	AR	points	as	well	as	

for	credit	towards	15	total	SSYRA	books	by	May.	
• However,	only	books	with	a	minimum	of	4.5	BL	and	worth	at	least	4	AR	points	qualify	for	

book	reports.	

Sunshine State Young Readers Award Books 
2016-2017 List for Grades 3-5 

Absolutely Almost by Lisa Graff 
Have you ever felt like you could never do anything right?  And you spend most of your life trying 
to figure out what you’re good at?  Albie spends most of his time wondering just that.  His new 
babysitter, Calista, opens up a world of adventures teaching him new skills and sometimes     
getting him in trouble.  

All Four Stars by Tara Dairman 
Gladys has been cooking gourmet dishes since the age of seven, just don’t tell her microwave-
loving parents! After a small accident involving the crème brûlée, Gladys is cut off from the    
kitchen. But when Gladys is mistakenly offered an opportunity to write for a major newspaper as 
a food writer in New York City, she sets off to live her dream and keep her true identity a secret. 
Just, still don’t tell her parents! 

Circus Mirandus by Cassie Beasley 
Micah’s grandfather, Ephraim, has always shared stories with him about Circus Mirandus, a 
magical circus. As his grandfather is dying, Micah realizes the stories are true. Can the magic of 
the mysterious circus save his grandfather from dying? Micah is determined to find out.  

Dinosaur Boy by Cory Putman Oakes 
The summer before he begins fifth grade, Sawyer sprouts a tail with spikes.  As a result, he is 
bullied in school. When the bullies begin to disappear, Sawyer, his best friend Elliot, and the new 
girl in school know they need to get to the bottom of the mystery before it is too late. 

Fish Finelli: Seagulls Don’t Eat Pickles by E.S. Farber 
When the town bully bets nine-year-old Norman “Fish” Finelli that he can’t find Captain 
Kidd’s  famous treasure, Fish and his friends embark on a quest to discover the pirate’s bur-
ied  wooden trunk of lost booty.  

Eddie Red Undercover: Mystery on Museum Mile by Marcia Wells 
Sixth-grader Edmund Xavier Lonnrot code-name “Eddie Red,” has a photographic memory and a 
talent for drawing anything he sees. When the NYPD is stumped by a mastermind art thief, Eddie 
becomes their secret weapon, drawing Eddie deeper into New York’s famous Museum Mile. Can 
Eddie help catch the thieves in time, or will his first big case be his last?  

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Ally uses her strengths in math and art, along with some behavior distractions, to help her get 
through school. When a new teacher discovers Ally’s dyslexia, he builds up Ally’s confidence, as 
well as her ability to read, maybe for the first time ever. With the help of her new friends, Ally 
learns that it is not always about fitting in, but about what it means to find a place that fits.  



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
All Fall Down by Ally Carter BL: 4.3 – 10 pts 

Bot Wars by J.V. Kade BL: 4.2 – 10 pts 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander BL: 4.3 – 2 pts 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan BL: 4.9 – 13 pts 

Frenzy by Robert Lettrick BL: 5.4 – 11pts 

The Honest Truth by Dan Gemeinhart BL: BL: 4.0 – 5pts  

Insignia by S.J. Kincaid BL: BL: 5.4 – 18 pts 

The Luck Uglies by Paul Durham BL: 5.5 – 12pts 

The Neptune Project by Polly Holyoke BL: 5.9 – 12 pts 

Nickel Bay Nick by Dean Pitchford BL: 4.9 – 8pts 

The Sinister Sweetness of Splendid Academy by Nikki Loftin BL: 4.0 – 8 pts 

The Summer I Saved the World in 65 Days by Michele Weber Hurwitz BL: 3.5 – 6pts 

The Tapper Twins Go To War (With Each Other) by Geoff Rodkey BL: 5.4 – 4pts 

Turn Left at the Cow by Lisa Bullard BL 5.6 – 9pts 

The Worst Class Trip Ever by Dave Barry BL: 4.8 – 6pts 

 

 

 

For	Sixth	Grade:	

• Students	may	select	books	from	either	the	Elementary	or	Middle	School	SSYRA	lists	
• Students	may	read	from	this	list	regardless	of	the	book	level	(BL)	for	AR	points	as	well	as	

for	credit	towards	15	total	SSYRA	books	by	May.	
• However,	only	books	with	a	minimum	of	4.5	BL	and	worth	at	least	4	AR	points	qualify	for	

book	reports.	

All Fall Down by Ally Carter 
Grace Blakely’s life was turned upside down the night her mother was murdered. Grace believes 
the scarred man who killed her mother is lurking somewhere on Embassy Row, her new home in 
the country of Adria. She and her new friends set out to find him and stop another murder from 
happening. But will it cost her everything? Will Grace find somebody to listen to her before it’s too 
late? 

Bot Wars by J.V. Kade 
Aiden (Trout) misses his dad who has been missing since the end of the Bot Wars. That  conflict, 
between the increasingly advanced robots who were demanding rights and the humans who 
owned them, has left the United Districts in dire straits.  His older brother won’t answer his   
questions, so he decides to post a video asking for information.  It goes viral and now his brother 
is missing and Trout’s a wanted fugitive.  Nothing makes sense any more and Trout doesn’t 
know who to trust. 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
Using riffs from concrete poetry, hip-hop and jazz, this is the verse story of twins Josh and      
Jordan Bell. Both boys dominate the basketball court, and Josh is also a master of rhythm and 
rhyme. Their family bond is strong. Things change when Jordan meets a new girl and dad      
refuses to confront his health problems. Josh finds himself left in a game he no longer feels  
comfortable playing without his teammate and coach by his side. 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan 
The novel, introduced with the fairytale-like story of Otto and the prophecy of a harmonica,      
transitions to the lives of Friedrich in WWII Germany, Mike, an orphan in 1935 Great Depression 
Pennsylvania, and Ivy on the WWII homefront in 1942 California all impacted by the history of 
their times, a harmonica, and the power of music. 

Frenzy by Robert Lettrick 
Frenzy is a fast paced thrilling story with an apocalyptic feel. Heath and his friends are left to   
defend themselves and survive a ravenous disease that has taken over the surrounding wild   
animals that live in the forest of Camp Harmony.  The summer camp residents are forced  to turn 
to one other and remain alive through the FRENZY! 

The Honest Truth by Dan Gemeinhart  
Mark leaves home with only two things: a duffel bag and his dog, Beau. He is determined to fulfill 
his lifelong dream of climbing Mount Ranier. But, Mark is sick, and he’s sick and tired of the treat-
ments he has to receive for his illness. The story of Mark’s journey is told alternately from Mark’s 
point of view, and that of his best friend, Jessie, who’s been sworn to secrecy about Mark’s 
whereabouts.  

Insignia by S.J. Kincaid 
When fourteen year old Tom first enters an elite military division during the middle of WWIII, his 
biggest achievement is his prowess at virtual reality games, his killer instinct in gambling and a 
spelling bee he lied about winning. But this may just be the perfect combination to win the war  
if he agrees to submit to the unique and top secret conditions of becoming a space-age warrior. 
Tom has always wanted to be someone important. But at what cost? 
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